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Annual Education Performance (including verified data 2018-2019)  
and School Categorisation 2019 

 
Purpose: To update the panel on school performance, including 

verified examination results. 
To brief the panel on the overall support categorisation of 
Swansea schools. 
 

Content: School performance and support categories 
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Consider the information provided and to forward views to 
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1. Background 
 
1.1 Performance in Swansea schools is evaluated on an annual basis by the school 

performance scrutiny panel.  Verified examination data is available in 
December each year.  It is appropriate to consider 2018-2019 academic year 
performance, when all data is available.  Performance measures in Wales have 
changed, particularly at key stage 4.  In primary schools, there is a greater 
emphasis on progress made by pupils (achievement) rather than end of key 
stage attainment.  However, there is still a requirement for teachers to assess 7 
and 11 year olds’ attainment in core subject areas.  In secondary schools, new 
qualifications have been introduced during the past three years and the full 
suite of examinations was introduced in 2018-2019 academic year.  For key 
stage 3, 14 year olds are still assessed using teacher assessment. 
Performance data is used by officers to support and challenge schools. 
However, national test results for reading and numeracy are no longer 
published by Welsh Government.  As a result, emphasis on diagnostic value of 
tests has increased in order to support the progress of individual learners.  In 
July 2019, Welsh Government, the Welsh Local Government Association and 
Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector in Estyn issued a joint statement on the 



importance of recognising that accountability measures are under review in 
Wales and that historic comparisons are unhelpful: 
 
“We strongly advise you to use a broad range of un-aggregated data and 
information to enable you to discharge your duties when reporting on school 
performance.  Evaluating the performance of individual schools rather than 
generating aggregated data at local authority level will be more helpful to 
supporting and challenging individual schools with their improvement.” 
 
This report provides school level data, where appropriate.  
 
Categorisation of schools is a national system to help identify the support needs 
of schools.  Categorisation of all schools is published by Welsh Government on 
an annual basis, normally in January.  Categorisation is used to disseminate 
good practice and provide a proportionate response to improve schools. 
 

2. Briefing/Main body of report 
 
2.1 Foundation Phase 
 

Performance at foundation phase (FP) shows a positive trend of improvement 
between 2014 and 2017.  In 2018, 7 year olds were assessed using new 
outcome descriptors in areas of learning.  Performance fell in 2018 and 2019 in 
FP curriculum outcome descriptors.  This was reflected nationally.  Teachers 
assess performance at FP.  Currently three quarters of Swansea’s 7 year olds 
attain the expected outcomes for the FP indicator.  Local authority (LA) rank 
positions are no longer available, as was the case in 2018.  See appendix A for 
LA performance and appendix B for a breakdown per school in the main FP 
indicator. 

 
2.2 Key Stage 2 
 

Performance at key stage 2 shows a downward trend of improvement during 
the last five years.  However, comparison with previous years’ performance 
shows that at least 85% of 11 year olds in Swansea have attained expected 
outcomes in all core subjects over a sustained period.  Overall, performance is 
good with nearly ninety percent of learners achieving the core subject indicator 
before they leave Swansea primary schools.  Teachers assess performance at 
key stage 2.  Current performance shows 87% of learners attaining the 
expected outcome for the core subject indicator.  A strong performance overall. 
See appendix A.  Per school performance is shown in appendix B. 

 
2.3 Key Stage 3 
 

Performance was lower than 2018.  However, 84% of 14 year olds attained the 
expected outcome for the core subject indicator.  When comparing core subject 
performance during the last five years, Swansea schools have been 
consistently close to 90% for each of the headline indicators.  A strong 
performance overall.  See appendix A for a summary with per school 
performance shown in appendix C. 

 

 



2.4 Key Stage 4 
 

Outcomes in Swansea remain strong relative to those across Wales.  At key 
stage 4, in the capped nine measure (see explanation in appendix E), pupils 
achieved 14 points higher than those in Wales on average.  This represents 
pupils in Swansea achieving over two higher grades across their best nine 
GCSE or equivalent qualifications on average than pupils across Wales as a 
whole.  Also, pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds achieve nearly five 
grades higher on average than similar pupils across Wales.  In the literacy 
measure, on average, pupils achieve one-fifth of a grade higher than pupils 
across Wales.  In the numeracy measure, on average, pupils achieve over one-
quarter of a grade higher than pupils across Wales.  In the science measure, on 
average, pupils achieve one-third of a grade higher than pupils across Wales. 
In the skills challenge certificate measure, on average, pupils achieve three-
fifths of a grade higher than pupils across Wales.  See appendix D for a 
summary with individual schools’ performance shown in appendix E. 

 
2.5 Post 16 
 

At key stage 5, A level outcomes have continued to improve.  In the 3 A*-C 
measure, outcomes are now stronger than those across Wales with 63% of 
pupils achieving this measure across Swansea.  This up from 52% and 57% in 
2017 and 2018, respectively.  In the 3A*-A measure, outcomes are similarly 
strong.  In 2019, around one in six pupils in Swansea achieve this measure 
compared to around one in eight across Wales.  See appendix F. 

  
2.6 Attendance and fixed term exclusions 

  
Attendance in 2018-2019 closed at 94.7% attendance for primary schools and 
at 93.9% for secondary school.  Schools are challenged on their absence rates 
through the education welfare and school improvement service.  In 2018-2019, 
the number of fixed term exclusions increased. In nearly all cases, the reasons 
for fixed term exclusions are being examined to ensure that all children and 
young people are supported and included.  See appendix G for attendance and 
appendix H for individual school performance in these areas.  With respect to 
pupils’ attendance rate, for 2018-2019, in the primary sector Swansea ranks 
thirteenth out of 22 local authorities, and in the secondary sector Swansea 
ranks fifth out of the 22 local authorities.  Exclusions also compare favourably 
with Wales.  For the academic year 2017-2018, the rate-per-thousand for the 
number of exclusions of 5 days or less is 25.0; this places Swansea as the fifth 
lowest LA in Wales. 

 
2.7 English as an additional language (EAL) 
 

Performance shows that EAL learners do significantly better than non-EAL 
learners by the time they reach key stage 4.  Performance is aggregated 
because of the size of the cohort in a few schools.  At FP, performance lags 
because of language acquisition. However, these pupils make significantly 
positive progress during their educational career. 

  



2.8 Looked After Children (LAC) 
 

Attainment remains below non-LAC learners.  However, of the low numbers 
within a cohort subject to either teacher assessment or examination, it must be 
noted that the vulnerability profile is high, including those with additional 
learning needs (ALN).  More than 50% of LAC learners have ALN.  Individual 
learner progress is not reported here but is monitored carefully through 
personalised plans for learning and progress.  Currently, no national statistics 
are published by Welsh Government for LAC performance, other than a limited 
number of social services indicators, for example, in 2018-2019 no LAC 
learners left education without a qualification. 

  
2.9 National categorisation 

 
The provisional categorisation of all Swansea schools is currently embargoed; 
the final publication is set for 10 working days after 16 January 2020. 

 
3. Background data 

 
3.1 All relevant data is included in appendices A – J (see below). 

 
4. Conclusions/Key Points Summary 

 
4.1 Current performance is very strong at key stage 4 in comparison to national 

performance in new measures and examinations. 
 

4.2 Teacher assessment shows a more realistic picture in the last two years at key 
stage 2 and key stage 3. 

 
4.3 FP areas of learning descriptors are now more ambitious and despite a decline 

in performance in comparison to previous years, 75% of pupils currently attain 
the expected FP outcome indicator. 

  
4.4 Free school meal (FSM) learners attain significantly below other pupils. 

However, the rate of progress of FSM learners, through the key stages, 
compares well with other learners.  FSM learners in Swansea have nearly 
double the level of additional learning needs in comparison to non-fsm learners. 

 
4.5 Categorisation of schools shows a decrease in schools requiring intensive 

support and a strong core of highly effective schools in Swansea.  During the 
last six years, schools have been categorised on their capacity to self-improve. 
The profile demonstrates positive improvement and robust monitoring. 

 
5. Legal implications 
 
 None 
 
6. Finance (if required) 
 
 None 

  



7. Glossary of terms:  
 

https://www.estyn.gov.wales/inspection/glossary 
 
8. List of Appendices:  
 

Appendix A – Teacher assessment summary 2019 
 
Appendix B – Primary schools’ performance 2019 
 
Appendix C – Key stage 3 per school performance 2019 
 
Appendix D – Key stage 4 verified examination summary 2019 
 
Appendix E – Key stage 4 secondary schools’ performance 2019 
 
Appendix F – Post 16 performance 2019 
 
Appendix G – Attendance per school 2019 
 
Appendix H – Fixed term exclusions per school 2019 
 
Appendix I – English as an additional language summary 2019 
 
Appendix J - Looked after children summary 2019 

https://www.estyn.gov.wales/inspection/glossary
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